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Child Development Resources

¹ Private, nonprofit providing child health and 

development services to almost 1,000 families 

of children, ages birth to three, and expectant 

parents each year

¹ Dual mission to provide training and technical 

assistance to early childhood professionals

¹ Serves as the fiscal agent for the Kids First 

Coalition



Why is early childhood education 

so important?

¹ 90% of brain development takes place before the age of 

five and sets the foundation for future development

¹ Research demonstrates that children in high quality 

programs score higher on tests, have better social 

interaction skills, and require less remediation

¹ Long term impact on teen pregnancy, high school drop 

out, juvenile adjudication, alcohol and drug abuse, 

higher employment rates,

less dependence on welfare,

lower rates of incarceration



Virginiaõs  Comprehensive Early 

Childhood Plan

é to buildand sustain a system in Virginia to 

support parents and families as they prepare 

their children to arrive at kindergarten healthy 

and ready to succeed



Guiding Principles for 

Plan Development

1. Virginiaõs Plan is for all children and families, 
regardless of income, geographic location, 
ethnicity, language, or special needs.

2. Parents and families are the most influential 
people in a childõs life and must be supported by 
communities in their role. As local communities 
develop a systemic web of support for children, 
parents must be included as primary partners at 
every level.



Guiding Principles, continued

3. Building a solid foundation for life through 

preventive approaches is more economical and 

more effective than costly remediation later.

4. Partnership across all sectors

of the community, both public 

and private, is necessary to 

ensure the effectiveness and 

impact of services.



Guiding Principles, continued

5. It is essential that strengthening and improving 
the early childhood system proceed 
collaboratively at both the state and local level, 
with flexibility to support local decision-making 
and priorities.

6. While this planõs focus is on children of prenatal 
to kindergarten age, it is recognized that systems 
must also strengthen support for transition into 
and sustain gains in elementary school age and 
beyond.



Five Overarching Goals

¹Governance and Financing

¹Parent Support and 

Education

¹Early Care and Education

¹Health

¹Public Engagement



Goal One
Engage all sectors to create and sustain state 

and local collaborative entities to secure public 

and private investments; develop and expand 

programs; and provide effective coordination, 

oversight, and accountability for systemic 

services for young children.



Goal Two

All families of children, ages birth to five, will have 

access to the information and supports they need 

to help them promote their childõs optimal 

development and school readiness.



Goal Three

Virginia communities will support systems of 

accessible, high quality early care and education 

opportunities in a variety of settings, for all 

children birth to age five, whose parents choose to 

enroll them.



Goal Four

All families of children, birth to age five, will have 

access to a full range of physical, behavioral, and 

dental health prevention and treatment services, 

as well as appropriate nutrition, to ensure their 

children are healthy and well-nourished.



Goal Five

Virginia residents, communities, institutions, and 

leaders will recognize the importance of early 

childhood and act to support policies and 

investments promoting a Smart 

Beginning for all children.


