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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

DATE:  June 25, 2009 
 
TO:  Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee  
 
FROM:  Leanne Reidenbach, Senior Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Land Use Map changes per June 4, 2009 meeting 
 

 
Based on the feedback received from the Steering Committee at its June 4, 2009 meeting, the 
changes outlined below have been incorporated into the draft Land Use Map. 
 

1. Alignment for Mooretown Road extended was amended to avoid wetland and 
conservation areas and to move the northern terminus to connect to the intersection of 
Croaker Road and Rochambeau Drive.  The key has also been changed to read 
“Proposed Mooretown Road Extended.” (See attached map). 
 

2. Road and rail connections- 
a. Additional info about Route 60 realignment and Skiffes Creek Connector- 

Discussion of the desirability to have a connection between Route 60 and Route 
143/I-64 was included in the Transportation Technical Report.  The alignment as 
proposed on the Land Use Map is the most detailed information/location 
currently available and, as with Mooretown Road Extended, would be subject to 
a location study and environmental and traffic impact studies.  The Skiffes Creek 
Connector could be constructed in the shorter term to alleviate congestion along 
existing Route 60 until full funding is available for the Route 60 realignment 
project.  It is important to show this proposed connection on the Land Use Map 
in the event that federal or state funds could be reallocated to this project. 

b. The CSX railroad symbol was made darker for better visibility.  
c. Railroad through BASF property – Staff has contacted CSX but has not received a 

response.  While the tracks for the rail spur have been removed, it does not 
appear that the rail right-of-way has been vacated based on research in the 
Courthouse.  As such, it may be beneficial to keep the tracks shown on Land Use 
Map in the event that a prospect to purchase the property would be interested in 
putting the tracks back in place.  
  

3. The following note pertaining to the Carter’s Grove property has been added: 
While designated Park, Public, Semi-Public Open Space, Carter’s Grove is a private residence 
under a Virginia Outdoors Foundation conservation easement and is not regularly open to the 
public. 
 

4. Community Character Areas are not intended to be parcel specific.  Instead, they are 
meant to be guides to areas that the citizens have identified as possessing unique 
characteristics and maintaining a relatively defined sense of place.  Many are created for 
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historic reasons and others because they are at important crossroads within or gateways 
to the County.  Boundaries are often drawn larger than the parcels they are specifically 
intended to protect in order to reduce the impacts of development on adjacent parcels, 
specifically as they pertain to the viewshed.  Also, some areas are more inclusive in 
order to provide smoother boundary lines.  The boundaries for all Community 
Character Areas were reviewed and the following changes are recommended: 

a. Toano- area left the same as this was the area included in the Toano Community 
Character Area Study 

b. Norge- area was only slightly modified based on the following items (see 
attached map): 

i. Majority of the boundary was aligned to be about ¼ mile on either side of 
Richmond Road as this would be considered a “walkable distance” for 
the majority of the Norge community.  

ii. North (Croaker Road/Richmond Road intersection) and south (Welcome 
to Norge sign) termini remained virtually the same. 

iii. Certain structures/areas identified as significant by the James City 
County Architectural Survey, such as the Norge Depot, Hill Pleasant 
Farm, and Bethany Lutheran Church house, were also included. 

iv. Important to keep a portion of the Economic Opportunity area to the east 
of the CSX railroad within the Community Character Area for several 
reasons.   

1. It was determined to be within ¼ mile walking distance of the 
Richmond Road corridor and heart of the Norge historic area. 

2. Rail has been critical to the historical development of Norge and 
keeping the tracks internal to the area, rather than using them as a 
boundary, further emphasizes their centrality.   

3. Rail is still a corridor into and through the County for some 
visitors, and viewsheds on both sides of the tracks contribute to 
riders’ impressions of the County.   

4. Despite several changes in the elevation for the railroad tracks, 
there are some EO areas clearly visible from Richmond Road and 
Peninsula Street and should be included in the CCA for that 
reason.     

c. Five Forks- While the area originally depicted was that defined in the Five Forks 
Study, the boundary has been revised to include the full extent of Clara Byrd 
Baker Elementary School. 

d. Jamestown Island (see attached map)-  
i. Amended to include portions of Mainland Farm (including the farm 

house) and part of Drummond’s Field south of Mott Lane as this is where 
the tree cover on Greensprings Road opens.  Additionally, these 
properties are historically important for their relationship to the Battle of 
Greensprings.  Preservation of character of this area is important due to 
the significant role Mainland Farm plays in viewshed protection and the 
County’s open space goals. 

ii. Northwestern boundary contracted to include less area on Jamestown 
Road and Neck-O-Land Road (removes Jamestown 1607 and most of 
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Landfall Village and Powhatan Shores from the area).  A few lots along 
Back River Lane in Page Landing were left in as they are owned by the 
National Park Service and serve as a buffer to the Colonial Parkway. 

e. New Town (see attached map)-  
i. Adjusted to parallel the northern property line between New Town and 

Eastern State as portions of this property may ultimately be accessed by a 
connection through New Town.  

ii. Northeastern boundary extended slightly to include Bay Aging and parts 
of Ironbound Village.  These areas are included as they are within 
walking distance of amenities within New Town.   

iii. Adjusted to remove most of the Ford’s Colony residential area that was 
previously included in the CCA. 

iv. Adjusted southern boundary along Ironbound Road to further contract 
the area around New Town and adjacent properties. 

v. Slightly expanded western boundary to include entire Windsor 
Hall/WindsorMeade Villas development, which are both considered part 
of New Town and subject to the adopted Design Guidelines.   

vi. Remainder left as it was due to viewshed and the potential connections 
with parcels across Monticello Ave, Ironbound Road, and in Eastern State 
property that are not subject to New Town’s Design Review Guidelines 
but which are still important to the function and feel of the area.  

 
Attachments: 

1. Revised map of Mooretown Road Extended 
2. Revised Community Character Area maps 
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